
C:\Documents and Settings\dfunsch\My Documents\Classes\Philosophy\The City of God\Book 8.doc  Page 1 
 

De Civitate Dei, VIII     Name 
 
1)  What does the word "mutable" mean. 
 
 
 
2)  What does A. mean when he says that God's existence is "simple and indivisible?" 
 
 
 
 
 
3) As regards ethics, A. says that the Greeks erred by looking for the ultimate human good in the wrong 
places.  Where did they look?  Where should they have looked? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  What sources does A. suggest for Plato's insights  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) Throughout chapters 13-26 A. points out the logical shortcomings of the Platonists' views about 
worshipping pagan gods.  Why does A. judge that it is right "to reason a man a recreant to his Creator 
when he hands himself over to a creation of his own hands?" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) State two ways in which, according to A., the cult of Christian martyrs differs from the cult of pagan 
ancestor worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
( ) I have read Book VIII 
 
( ) I have not read Book VIII   ______________________________________ 
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